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Gardner Digs
by Mark Gardner

It’s time to end misery
of the corned beef cans
Award-winning Faversham
artist Robert Jarvis

Robert Jarvis has created a sound art installation for Sittingbourne High Street

High Street to be wired
for sound in art project
by Katie Alston
kalston@thekmgroup.co.uk

AN AWARD-winning Faversham artist has created an
innovative high street sound
installation.
Robert Jarvis is the first
of two artists in Swale to be
commissioned to transform
an urban site within the borough.
The work will form part of
Encounter, which is a project
being held across north Kent
from July to October.
Art works will be created for
familiar spaces in the heart
of the communities, such as

empty shops, vacant buildings, businesses, high streets
and public squares.
Robert’s Streetwaves installation will make use of a recent
advances in music technology,
allowing shop windows in the
High Street to be used as audio
sources, which are able to play
quiet sounds.
His plan is to create a series
of unique sound zones along
the lower end of the Sittingbourne stretch from which
people will be able to hear
the gentle effect of the installation.
The sounds used will be
connected with the street

itself, and Robert has been
working with shopkeepers
and the public to choose and
record sounds that reflect the
area’s past, present and every
day activity.
The sounds will be brought
together in a musical way to
create a larger composition,
which people will be able to
hear as they walk along that
part of the street.
The installation will run for
one week at the end of July,
and will sound from the different shop windows on either
side of the High street.
Robert said: “Imagine walking in the town early one

Using sounds related to specific areas
Robert Jarvis works as a
sound artist and composer.
In recent years he has
been concentrating on
installations that use sounds
related to specific areas or
scientific data collected from
natural processes.
This work involves the
processes of listening,
engaging, collecting,
composing and sharing,

in order to bring out new
understandings in harmony
with the sounds of the area
and the lives of the people
that live there.
In 2005 and 2006 Robert
won the New Media category
of the British Composer
Awards.
In 2008 and 2010 he was
shortlisted for the New Music
Award.

More recently he completed
a commission for the BBC,
and was again shortlisted for
the British Composer Awards,
this time for his insectinspired Entomophonix.
Robert plays trombone,
working internationally as
an improviser, performing
with the Dutch NDIO project
and the London Improvisers’
Orchestra.

evening. There are not many
people around and it’s quite
quiet.
“As you walk you pay little
attention to your surroundings, you just keep walking.
“Gradually you become
aware of different sounds
coming from different directions, possibly from the shops
on either side, and you look to
see where the sounds are coming from.
“For a short while the High
Street is alive with subtle
sounds fading in and out of
each other and appearing to
‘dance’ across the street from
one shop to another; and then,
as mysteriously as it began, the
wave of sounds settles and quietly fades allowing the street to
resume its unanimated state,
only to spring to life again a
few minutes later.
“It will feature 26 shop windows and focus on independent traders.
“It will encourage people
to relook, relisten and reconsider their environment and
surroundings.”
� To find out more about
other Encounter commissions
dotted round north Kent
visit: www.encounternorthkent.co.uk

Garden party raises awareness for charity
MUCH-NEEDED funds
were raised for the Fynvola
Foundation at Faversham
on Saturday at its annual
garden party.
The charity, named after a
friend of actor Hugh Grant’s
mother, opened its doors to
the public this year in a bid
to raise more awareness of
its work.
Lady Dane Farmhouse
in Love Lane cares for 11
vulnerable adults aged 35
and upwards, who all require
round-the-clock support.
Staff nurse Lyn Powell was
delighted to see so much
support from the public.
She said: “It was absolutely
great and a real joy to see
people enjoying everything
on offer from the live music,
to cakes and entertainment.

POPULAR: The busy plant stall at the Fynvola Foundation garden party at Lady Dane
Farmhouse
Picture: Chris Davey PD1865787 Buy this photo at kentonline.co.uk
“Money raised from the day
will help us provide more
activities and equipment for
our residents.” Last year,
Hugh Grant made a surprise
appearance and helped out

with the tombola and raffle.
The former Four Weddings
and A Funeral star was
unable to make it this time.
Lyn added: “It’s a shame he

wasn’t around again, but
there’s no doubting that
since then, he has really
helped raise our profile and
get more people involved in
supporting us.”

C

UTTING-EDGE
technology has been
with us in one specific
area for generations
– with the emphasis

on cutting.
I refer to the notorious and nasty
corned beef can with its absurdly
inefficient key and tin strip
opening system.
While they have dictated the type
of light bulbs we should have and
insisted on “child proof” medical
and cleaning agent bottles, the EU
’elf and safety martinets still turn
blind eyes to the corned beef can
threat.
I imagine that British Tommies
in the First World War trenches
cursed the “bully beef” tins as well
as the predictable contents which
was a staple of their diet.
Who hasn’t been slashed by the
jagged edge of the hanging top
which rarely severs completely?
Indeed, by now your blood is
probably smeared around the can.
Frequently the key will snap the
metal strip, necessitating recourse
to a tin opener.
Even if the end comes off
clearly, one still has the bother
of extracting the meat which
stubbornly refuses to budge, and
that may involve employing the tin
opener on the top surface of the
stupidly shaped container.
So why are those micro-managers
of our welfare not insisting to the

South American producers that the
tins should have ring-pulls at top
and bottom?
It’s high time that a century of
slashed hands and fingers ceased.
� ROYAL Mail long since lost its
way by failing to collect and deliver
to meet the public’s expectations.
It once offered an unbeatable
service, as I discovered by
consulting Voile and Roberson’s
1939 edition of the Faversham and
District Directory and Year Book.
Two pages were devoted to local
postal arrangements. In the town
there were three deliveries a day
at 7am, 10.30am and 4.30pm. Rural
areas received 6.30am and 4pm
deliveries.
The 17 urban post boxes were
cleared six times daily. The main
post office in East Street was open
from 8am-7.30pm, Monday to
Saturday, and on Sunday from 9am10.30am.
Contrast all that with the current
single daily delivery (unspecified
time, morning or afternoon),
solitary collection from post boxes
and much-reduced opening hours.
No wonder an organisation once
the envy of the world has gone
down the tubes.
� What do you think about Mark
Gardner’s views? Write to us at
Letters, 5-8 Boorman Way, Estuary
View Business Park, Whitstable
CT5 3SE. Email kentishgazette@
thekmgroup.co.uk

